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Les temps et aspects du passé

| — PRETERIT SIMPLE ET PRETERIT BE + V-ING

PRETERIT SIMPLE

PRETERIT BE + V-ING

A — Récit au passé

=> Rupture avec le moment d'énonciation

=> On se contente de donner une information.

=> Actions datées (attention aux éléments de
datation!), révolues, mais pas nécessairement
ponctuelles.

She felt better after going to the police. (état)
They watched her cautiously at first. (durée)
He often went to London on business.(fréquence)

L'action est envisagée de facon globale -
succession, narration.

On arrival in London, | deposited my luggage at an
hotel and drove straight on to the old adress.
Agatha Christie, The Big Four

B — Prétérit modal

=> Rupture : irréel

It is high time the government took action against
pollution.

Avec IF

If I lived nearer, | would go and see her more often.
Avec | wish / If only... (regret / souhait)

| wish you were here.

If only she listened to me !

Aspect inaccompli dans une situation révolue:
situation d'arriere-plan, action en cours de
déroulement...

They were sleeping when the doorbell rang.
They were sitting on the lawn, chatting.
It was raining heavily on that fateful night.

=> Action envisagée dans son déroulement.

Autres usages :

- futur par rapport a un moment du passé :

He summoned his courage : he was going to ask her
out.

- commentaire personnel, irritaion :
She was always asking stupid questions.

- expressions de politesse :
| was wondering if you'd like to come.
I was hoping you could help me.

NB :

La forme used to insiste encore plus sur la rupture entre passé et présent :

=> He used to call me every week. = Il |e faisait, mais ne le fait plus a présent.

L'usage de would a un sens itératif, fréquentatif : trait de caractere, habitude, volonté...
=> She would always help her classmates when needed.= C'était un trait marquant de

sa personnalité.
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Il - PAST PERFECT (HAD + V-EN / HAD + BEEN + V-ING)

Le Past perfect (ou pluperfect) exprime I'antériorité par rapport a un moment du passé : décalage d'un
cran par rapport au prétérit
=> situation révolue avant un autre événement du passé

Their neighbours had moved out the week before.
She disappeared on July 30, around 3. | had talked to her only an hour before.

Il aussi les valeurs du present perfect, avec un cran de décalage en plus dans le passé : c'est une
relation entre deux périodes : une situation dans le passé, et une période antérieure a celle-ci.

— Bilan : They had played football all day long, so they were too tired to go out again.

— Action qui venait de s'achever : She looked for him but he had just left.

Valeur modale avec l'inversion (valeur de supposition) :
Had she told me earlier, | could have done something.
= If she had told me...

Valeur de regret, erreur de jugement
I had hoped she wouldn't come...
I had thought he would be pleased.

=> past perfect « progressive » : action envisagée dans son déroulement, qui avait débuté dans un
moment antérieur au moment passé principal du récit. Il insiste sur le processus (voir le present
perfect Be + V-ING).

We'd been searching for her everywhere when she finally came back.

They had been putting flyers and calling for witnesses before the police reacted.
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